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INTRODUCTION: NEITHER CONFESSION  
NOR ARGUMENT?

*� PODF�NBEF� UIF�NJTUBLF�PG� UBMLJOH�BCPVU� iMBT�"NÊSJDBTu� 	UIF�"NFSJDBT
�XJUI�
GSJFOET�JO�7FOF[VFMB��5IFZ�MPPLFE�BU�NF�DPOGVTFE��5IFSF�JT�POMZ�POF�"NÊSJDB
�
UIFZ�UPME�NF��*O�4QBOJTI
�"NÊSJDB�VTVBMMZ�SFGFST�UP�XIBU�JO�&OHMJTI�BSF�UXP�DPO-
UJOFOUT��*O�64�&OHMJTI
�CZ�B�QJFDF�PG�JNQFSJBMJTU�IVCSJT
�"NFSJDB�PGUFO�SFGFST�UP�B�
TJOHMF�DPVOUSZ��5IJT�QJFDF�PG�IVCSJT�XBT�XIBU�JNQMJDJUMZ�NBEF�NZTFMG�	MJLF�PUIFS�
64�BDBEFNJDT
�QMVSBMJ[F�"NFSJDB�XIFO�SFGFSSJOH�UP�BO�FOUJUZ�UIBU�XF�EJWJEF�JOUP�
North and South. 

8JUIJO�BO�BOHMPQIPOF�HFPTDIFNF
� UIF� JTMBOE�PG�5SJOJEBE� TJUT� BU� UIF�DSPTT-
SPBET�PG�UXP�"NFSJDBT
�MZJOH�KVTU�PGG�UIF�DPBTU�PG�7FOF[VFMB�BU�UIF�TPVUIFSO�NBS-
HJO�PG�UIF�/PSUIFSO�DPOUJOFOU��8JUIJO�UIF�TDIFNFT�PG�TPNF�PUIFS�MBOHVBHFT
�UIF�
JTMBOE�TJUT�BU�"NFSJDB�T�DFOUFS��"OE�GSPN�UIF�QFSTQFDUJWF�PG�5SJOJEBE
�UIF�JTMBOE�JT�
B�DFOUFS�PG�UIF�XPSME�B�DSPTTSPBET�PG�"GSJDB
�"TJB
�&VSPQF
�BOE�"NFSJDB��*O�UIF�
OJOFUFFOUI�DFOUVSZ
�UIF�#SJUJTI�DPOUSPMMFE�JTMBOE�XBT�IPNF�UP�JOEFOUVSFE�MBCPSFST�

+��#SFOU�$SPTTPO�JT�BO�BOUISPQPMPHJTU�PG�SFMJHJPO�BOE�"TTJTUBOU�1SPGFTTPS�PG�3FMJHJPVT�4UVE-
JFT�BU�65�"VTUJO��)F�JT�BVUIPS�PG�UIF�CPPL�Experiments with Power (University of Chicago 
1SFTT
�����
�BOE�WBSJPVT�BSUJDMFT�PO�"GSJDBOB�SFMJHJPOT
�QPMJDJOH
�TFDVMBSJTN
�BOE�DMJNBUF�
DIBOHF��)F�JT�FEJUPS�PG�UIF�Ethnos�TQFDJBM�JTTVF�i8IBU�1PTTFTTFE�:PV �4QJSJUT
�1SPQFSUZ
�
BOE�1PMJUJDBM�4PWFSFJHOUZ�BU�UIF�-JNJUT�PG�A1PTTFTTJPO�
u�	����
�
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'JHVSF����'MBHT�PG�UIF�4QJSJUVBM�/BUJPOT
�4QJSJUVBM�#BQUJTU�$IVSDI�:BSE
�5SJOJEBE
�1IPUP-
HSBQI�CZ�0MJWJB�'FSO�
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GSPN� *OEJB� BOE� $IJOB
� FTDBQFE� TMBWFT� GSPN� UIF� 64
� /BUJWF� "NFSJDBOT� GSPN�
7FOF[VFMB
� BOE�:PSVCB�DPNNVOJUJFT� GSPN�8FTU�"GSJDB� 	BNPOHTU� PUIFS� HSPVQT�
UIBU�IFMQFE�UP�GPSN�XIBU�"GSJDBO�SFMJHJPOT�JO�5SJOJEBE�DBMM�iTQJSJUVBM�OBUJPOTu
��
8IJMF� UIJT� TNBMM� JTMBOE�NJHIU�CF�NBSHJOBM�XJUIJO� UIF�HFPTDIFNF�PG�"NFSJDB� 
BT�OBUJPO
�5SJOJEBE�JT�BMTP�B�HMPCBM�DSPTTSPBET�PG�OBUJPOT��

-JLF�5SJOJEBE
�B�DSPTTSPBET�JT�B�DFOUFS�QPJOU�UIBU�JT�BMTP�MJNJOBM
�B�TQBDF�PG�DPO-
WFSHFODF�BOE�EJWFSHFODF��8IFUIFS�NBSHJO�PS�DFOUFS
�UIF�DSPTTSPBET�BSF�B�DIBSHFE�
TQBDF�PG�QPUFOUJBMJUZ�JO�UIF�SJUVBM�QSBDUJDFT�PG�"GSJDBO�SFMJHJPOT�JO�"NFSJDB��*O�UIF�
:PSVCB�JOTQJSFE� QSBDUJDFT� PG� 5SJOJEBE
� &TIV� JT� UIF� QBSUJDVMBS�0SJTIB� 	TQJSJUVBM�
QPXFS
�PG� UIF�DSPTTSPBET�BOE�UIF�àSTU�0SJTIB�IPOPSFE�UP�CFHJO�iGFBTUTu�	SJUVBMT�
PG� TQJSJU�NBOJGFTUBUJPO
�1�"MM� SJUVBM�QSBDUJDFT
�IPXFWFS
�BSF�DSPTTSPBET�DIBSHFE�
QPJOUT�PG�DPOWFSHFODF�GPS�SBEJDBMMZ�EJGGFSFOU�LJOET�PG�OBUJPOT
�QPXFST
�BOE�CFJOHT�
JO�B�QBSUJDVMBS�TQPU�PG�HSPVOE�PS�XBUFS��5IF�GPMMPXJOH�QPFN�JT�BCPVU�POF�TVDI�
SJUVBM�	B�GFTUJWBM�GPS�0MPLVO
�UIF�0SJTIB�PG�UIF�EFFQ�TFB
�BOE�POF�QBSUJDVMBS�DSPTT-
SPBET�	UIF�OBSSPX�HVMG�UIBU�TFQBSBUFT�5SJOJEBE�BOE�7FOF[VFMB
��

5IJT�DSPTTSPBET�BU� UIF�DFOUFS�PG�"NFSJDB� JT�OPX�B�QBSUJDVMBSMZ� GSBVHIU�POF��
*O� ����
� UIF�5SJOJEBE� BOE�5PCBHP�$PBTU�(VBSE�CFHBO� JOUFSDFQUJOH� UIF� TNBMM�
GFSSZ�CPBUT� UIBU� SFHVMBSMZ� DSPTTFE� UIF� GFX�NJMFT�PG� TFB� TFQBSBUJOH�5SJOJEBE�BOE�
7FOF[VFMB��.Z�NPUIFS�JO�MBX�BOE�IFS�UFFOBHF�EBVHIUFS�XFSF�PO�POF�PG�UIF�MBTU�
GFSSZ�CPBUT�BMMPXFE�UP�DSPTT�UIFTF�XBUFST
�BSSJWJOH�GPS�PVS�XFEEJOH�JO�5SJOJEBE�BOE�
TUBZJOH�GPS�POF�NPOUI�CFGPSF�SFUVSOJOH�UP�7FOF[VFMB��"T�XF�XBJUFE�TFWFO�IPVST�
GPS� UIFN�UP�DMFBS� JNNJHSBUJPOT
� *�IFBSE�IBSSPXJOH�TUPSJFT�PG�NJTUSFBUNFOU�BOE�
FYQMPJUBUJPO� JO�5SJOJEBE� TIBSFE�CZ�7FOF[VFMBOT�XBJUJOH�CFOFBUI� UIF� UBNBSJOE�
USFF�UIBU�QSPWJEFE�UIF�POMZ�TIBEF�PVUTJEF�PG�UIF�QPSU�T�TFDVSJUZ�DIFDLQPJOU��"T�XF�
UBMLFE
�*�SFNBJOFE�QBJOGVMMZ�BXBSF�UIBU�UIJT�EFIVNBOJ[BUJPO�PG�7FOF[VFMBOT�JO�
5SJOJEBE�XBT
�UP�B�DPOTJEFSBCMF�FYUFOU
�UIF�DPOTFRVFODF�PG�VOQSFDFEFOUFE�BDUT�
PG�FDPOPNJD�BHHSFTTJPO�BHBJOTU�7FOF[VFMB�DPNNJUUFE�CZ�NZ�PXO�IPNF�DPVOUSZ�
(the United States).2�'PS�NF
� UIF�XBUFST�CFUXFFO�5SJOJEBE�BOE�7FOF[VFMB� BSF�

�� .PSF� FMBCPSBUFE� iQBUITu� 	PS� GPSNT
� PG� &TIV� 	BT�Echú or Exú
� BMTP� FYJTU� JO� :PSVCB� 
JOTQJSFE�USBEJUJPOT�JO�$VCB�BOE�#SB[JM�
�� 5IJT�64�BHHSFTTJPO�BHBJOTU�7FOF[VFMB�IBT�JODMVEFE�TVQQPSUJOH�DPVQT�BOE�EFTUBCJMJ[B-
UJPO�BUUFNQUT
�QSFTTVSJOH�BOZ�JOUFSOBUJPOBM�FOUJUZ�UIBU�FOHBHFT�JO�USBEF�PS�IVNBOJUBSJBO�
FYDIBOHF�XJUI�7FOF[VFMB
�EJTQBUDIJOH� UIJT�DFOUVSZ�T� MBSHFTU�64�NJMJUBSZ�EFQMPZNFOU� JO�
UIF�8FTUFSO�)FNJTQIFSF�UP�7FOF[VFMB�T�CPSEFST
�TFJ[JOH�UIF�BTTFUT�PG�$*5(0�	UIF�GPSFJHO�
BSN�PG�7FOF[VFMB�T�OBUJPOBM�PJM�DPNQBOZ
�BOE�FWFOUVBMMZ�BTTJHOJOH�UIFN�UP�UIF�64�CBTFE�
SJHIU�XJOH�7FOF[VFMBO�PQQPTJUJPO
�BOE�IFMQJOH�UP�CMPDL�7FOF[VFMB�T�BUUFNQUT�UP�MJCFSBUF�
B�CJMMJPO�EPMMBST�PG� JUT� GSP[FO�GPSFJHO�SFTFSWFT� GSPN�UIF�#BOL�PG�&OHMBOE�BOE�BTTJHO�UIF�
NPOFZ�UP�UIF�6/�)VNBOJUBSJBO�3FTQPOTF�%FQPU�UP�BENJOJTUFS�IVNBOJUBSJBO�BTTJTUBODF�
EVSJOH�UIF�DPSPOBWJSVT�QBOEFNJD��
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UIVT�B�GSBVHIU�DSPTTSPBET�PG�UIF�"NFSJDBT�JO�XBZT�UIBU�HP�CFZPOE�UIF�QBSUJDVMBS�
0SJTIB�TFB�SJUVBM�EFTDSJCFE�JO�UIF�QPFN�CFMPX�

5IJT� SJUVBM� CFHBO� B� ZFBS� BOE� B�IBMG� CFGPSF�NZ�NPUIFS�JO�MBX�T� DSPTTJOH
� JO�
����
� XIFO�NFNCFST� PG� B� :PSVCB�DFOUSJD� TISJOF� JO�5SJOJEBE
� DBSSZJOH� ESVNT�
BOE� MJCBUJPOT
�CPBSEFE�B�CPBU� JO� UIF� JTMBOE�T�$BSPOJ�4XBNQ��5IFZ�NBEF� UIFJS�
XBZ�UPXBSE�UIF�TFB�TFQBSBUJOH�5SJOJEBE�BOE�7FOF[VFMB
�XIFSF�UIFZ�XPVME�SFMFBTF�
B�TNBMMFS�CPBU�àMMFE�XJUI�PGGFSJOHT�GPS�0MPLVO��5IJT�QPFN�JT�EFEJDBUFE�UP�UIBU�
TISJOF
�UIF�&HCF�0OJTJO�&MFEVNBSF
�BOE�UIFJS�DIBSJTNBUJD�MFBEFS
�LOPXO�BGGFD-
UJPOBUFMZ�BT�0MVEBSJ��*�BN�OPU�B�NFNCFS�PG�UIF�TISJOF
�CVU�UIFZ�IBWF�CFFO�LJOE�
FOPVHI�UP� MFU�NF�BDDPNQBOZ�UIFN�PWFS� UIF�ZFBST�BT� UIFZ�IBWF�QFSGPSNFE�UIF�
XPSME�BMUFSJOH�XPSL�PG�XIBU�0MVEBSJ�DBMMT�i:PSVCB�TBDSFE�TDJFODF�u�*�GFMU�MJLF�UIBU�
TDJFODF�EFTFSWFE�TPNFUIJOH�NPSF�UIBO�TPDJBM�TDJFOUJàD�QSPTF
�TP�*�UVSOFE�UPXBSE�
poetry.

5IF�UVSO�UPXBSE�QPFUSZ
�BT�PUIFS�BSUJDMFT�JO�UIJT�JTTVF�TVHHFTU
�JT�BO�JODJQJFOU�
BOE�VOEFS�WBMVFE�NPWFNFOU�XJUIJO�BDBEFNJD�XSJUJOH
�CVU�B�NVDI�OFFEFE�POF��
*�GFFM�MJLF�B�TJHOJàDBOU�CMPDL�UP�WBMVJOH�QPFUSZ�BOE�PUIFS�DSFBUJWF�GPSNT�JO�PVS�
àFMET�JT�OPU�TP�NVDI�BO�PCTFTTJPO�XJUI�PCKFDUJWJUZ�	IBWFO�U�XF�CFBUFO�UIBU�IPSTF�
UP�EFBUI 
�CVU�UIBU�BDBEFNJD�XSJUJOH�XPSLT�XJUIJO�UIF�HBUF�LFFQJOH�DPOWFOUJPOT�
PG�B�DFSUBJO�HFOSF��*O�DVMUVSBM�BOUISPQPMPHZ�BOE�SFMJHJPVT�TUVEJFT�	BT�XFMM�BT�NBOZ�
PUIFS�àFMET
�*�XPVME�DBMM�UIBU�HFOSF�iUIF�BSHVNFOU�u�*O�XSJUJOH�NZ�àSTU�CPPL
�*�
GPVOE� UIBU� *� FYQFSJFODFE� UIF�NPTU�QMFBTVSF� JO� DSBGUJOH� UIF� DSFBUJWF� JOUFSMVEFT�
UIBU� UISFBEFE�BOE�NJSSPSFE�UIF�NPSF�FYQMJDJU�BSHVNFOUT�PG� UIF�DIBQUFST��8JUI�
UIF� QSFTTVSFT� PG� iUIF� CPPLu� TPNFXIBU� SFMJFWFE� CZ� JUT� DPNQMFUJPO
� *� CFHBO� UP�
FYQFSJNFOU�XJUI�DSFBUJWF�GPSNT�UIBU�XFSF�SFTQPOTJCMF�UP�NPSF�UIBO�BO�BDBEFNJD�
BSHVNFOU��

8IJMF� *� XBOUFE� UP� EP� TPNFUIJOH�NPSF� UIBO� SFQSPEVDJOH� UIF� GPSN� PG� UIF�
BSHVNFOU
�*�XBT�FRVBMMZ�XBSZ�PG�SFQSPEVDJOH�UIF�HFOFSJD�GPSN�PG�NVDI�NPEFSO�
QPFUSZ�UIF�DPOGFTTJPOBM��*O�UIF�����T
�JO�SFTQPOTF�UP�B�QSFWJPVT�XBWF�PG�UIF�DSJ-
TJT�PG�PCKFDUJWJUZ
�UIF�EJTDJQMJOF�PG�DVMUVSBM�BOUISPQPMPHZ�IBE�BMSFBEZ�áJSUFE�XJUI�
DPOGFTTJPO
�PGUFO�DBMMJOH�TVDI�B�NPWF�iSFáFYJWF�u�5IF�IPQF�XBT�UIBU�DPOGFTTJPO�
DPVME�MJCFSBUF�FUIOPHSBQIZ�GSPN�UIF�DPMPOJBM�àDUJPO�PG�UIF�EJTUBODFE
�PCKFDUJWF�
PCTFSWFS�CZ�JODMVEJOH�UIF�BVUPCJPHSBQIJDBM�SFáFDUJPOT�PG�UIF�BDBEFNJD�	JG�POMZ�
BT� B� TFDUJPO� JO� UIF� JOUSPEVDUJPO
��#VU� SFáFYJWJUZ�XBT� DSJUJRVFE� GPS�NBLJOH� UIF�
BDBEFNJD�i*u�FWFO�NPSF�DFOUSBM�UP�FUIOPHSBQIZ�SBUIFS�UIBO�EFDPOTUSVDUJOH�UIF�
BHFODZ�PG�UIF�BDBEFNJD�JO�SFMBUJPO�UP�JUT�TVCKFDUT�PG�SFTFBSDI��*O�B�DPOGFTTJPOBM�
NPEF
�*�XPSSJFE�UIBU�QPFUSZ�DPVME�BMTP�FOE�VQ�NBLJOH�UIF�BDBEFNJD�DFOUSBM
�UIJT�
UJNF�BT�B�QFSTPO�XJUI�GFFMJOHT�BT�XFMM�BT�SFBTPOT��

4P� IPX� DBO� QPFUSZ� EP� NPSF� UIBO� TJNQMZ� SFWFBMJOH� UIBU� BDBEFNJDT� IBWF�
QFSTPOBM� MJWFT� BOE� GFFMJOHT
� FTQFDJBMMZ� DPOTJEFSJOH� UIBU� UIF�XBZ� iUIF�QFSTPOBMu�
HFUT� DPOTUSVDUFE� JT� PGUFO� UIF� NFBOT� UISPVHI� XIJDI� TUSVDUVSFT� PG� QPXFS� BSF�



J. BRENT CROSSON 171

NBJOUBJOFE � *OTUFBE� PG� VOWFJMJOH� B� DPOGFTTJPOBM� i*
u� IPX� DPVME� QPFUSZ� NBLF�
XIBU�%POOB�)BSBXBZ�DBMMT�PEELJO
� MZSJDBMMZ� USBOTHSFTTJOH�DPOTUSVDUT�PG� GBNJMZ
�
DJUJ[FOTIJQ
�BOE�UIF�QSJWBUF�TQIFSF �*�UIJOL�UIBU�JT�QSFDJTFMZ�XIBU�UIF�&HCF�0OJTJO�
&MFEVNBSF�EPFT�XJUI�UIF�SJUVBM�QSBDUJDFT�UIFZ�DBMM�iXPSLu�PS�iTDJFODF�u�5IF�QJFDF�
CFMPX�JT�KVTU�BO�BUUFNQU�BU�XSJUJOH�EPXO�UIF�&HCF�T�QPFUJDT�PG�NBLJOH�iTQJSJUVBM�
OBUJPOTu�PG�CFMPOHJOH�CBTFE�JO�EJBTQPSJD�SJUVBM�LJOTIJQ�SBUIFS�UIBO�CMPPE�PS�UIF�
CPSEFST�PG�DPVOUSJFT�PO�B�NBQ��

*O� UIF� QPFN� JODMVEFE� IFSF
� *� TUBZFE� XJUIJO� UIF� EFTDSJQUJWF� CPVOET� PG�
FUIOPHSBQIJD� QPFUSZ
� MFBWJOH� UIF� TQFBLJOH� i*u� DMPBLFE� BOE� VOJOUFSSPHBUFE��
#BDLHSPVOEJOH�UIF�i*u�UP�UFMM�UIF�TUPSJFT�PG�PUIFST�CVDLT�UIF�DPOGFTTJPOBM�CFOU�PG�
NVDI�QPFUSZ��:FU
�TVDI�CBDLHSPVOEJOH�PG�BO�FUIOPHSBQIJD�i*u�IBT�BMTP�CFFO�BU�
UIF�DSVY�PG�àFME�XPSL�BT�B�DPMPOJBM�FOEFBWPS
�JO�XIJDI�TDSVUJOZ�JT�OPXIFSF�OFBS�
TZNNFUSJDBM� BOE� UIF� PCTFSWFS�IBT� UIF� HFOEFSFE
� SBDFE
� PS� DMBTTFE�QSJWJMFHF� PG�
EJTFNCPEJNFOU��4P�JO�UIF�GVUVSF
�*�XPVME�MJLF�UP�EP�JO�QPFUSZ�XIBU�*�BUUFNQUFE�JO�
UIF�BSUJDMF�i%PO�U�4UVEZ�1FPQMF
u�JO�XIJDI�*�GPSFHSPVOEFE�UIF�MFTT�UIBO�DPNGPSU-
BCMF�NPNFOUT�PG�GSVTUSBUJPO
�DPOáJDU
�BOE�QIZTJDBM�EJTDPNGPSU�EVSJOH�MPOH�UFSN�
àFME�SFTFBSDI�UIBU�*�VODPOTDJPVTMZ�FYDMVEFE�GSPN�PUIFS�XPSL�JO�PSEFS�UP�LFFQ�UIF�
FUIOPHSBQIJD�i*u�JO�UIF�CBDLHSPVOE�BOE�UIF�BDBEFNJD�i*u�JOUBDU��3FWJFXFST�UPME�
NF�UIBU�UIF�BSUJDMF�XBT�CFBVUJGVMMZ�XSJUUFO
�CVU�UIBU�*�XBT�OPU�NBLJOH�FOPVHI�PG�
BO�BSHVNFOU�PS�BO�JOUFSWFOUJPO�JO�UIF�EJTDJQMJOF��4P�JO�SFWJTJPOT�*�USJFE�UP�QSFTFOU�
B�DBTF� UP� B� KVSZ�DPNQPTFE�PG�NZ�QFFST� 	PUIFS� BDBEFNJDT� JO�B�QBSUJDVMBS�àFME
�
SBUIFS�UIBO�TJNQMZ�UFMMJOH�B�TUPSZ�JO�XIJDI�UIF�NPSBM�XBT�WJTDFSBM��

*U�T�JNQPSUBOU�UP�SFDPHOJ[F�UIFTF�NZSJBE�XBZT�UIBU�EJTDJQMJOFT�BOE�àFMET�FYFSU�
JOGPSNBM�NFDIBOJTNT�GPS�EJTDJQMJOJOH�IPX�XF�XSJUF�	BOE�SFJOGPSDJOH�UIF�QSFFN-
JOFODF�PG�XSJUJOH�JUTFMG
��#VU�JU�XPVME�BMTP�CF�MJNJUJOH�UP�VOEFSFTUJNBUF�UIF�QPT-
TJCJMJUJFT� GPS� EJGGFSFOU� GPSNT� PG� FYQSFTTJPO�� "QBSU� GSPN� UIF� FUIOPHSBQIJD� i*u� PG�
EFTDSJQUJWF�SFQPSUBHF�	XIFUIFS�MZSJDBM�PS�ESZ
�BOE�UIF�BDBEFNJD�i*u�PG�UIF�DSJUJDBM�
BSHVNFOU
�UIFSF�BSF�PUIFS�QPTTJCJMJUJFT��&MTFXIFSF�*�WF�USJFE�UP�FYQFSJNFOU�XJUI�
TVSSFBM�DIBOHFT�PG�TVCKFDU
�EJTUSJCVUFE�BGGFDU
�PS�IBSE�DVUT�GSPN�QFSTPOBM�USBVNB�
UP�57�OFXT��*�GFFM�MFTT�DPNGPSUBCMF�TVCNJUUJOH�UIBU�QPFUSZ�UP�UIF�GFX�BDBEFNJD�
KPVSOBMT� UIBU� QVCMJTI� DSFBUJWF�XPSL� BOE�NPSF� DPNGPSUBCMF�XJUI� TFOEJOH� UIPTF�
QPFNT� UP� MJUFSBSZ� SFWJFXT�� *� TVQQPTF� *� TUJMM�IBWF� UIJT�EJWJTJPO�CFUXFFO� UIF� TVC�
HFOSF�PG�iFUIOPHSBQIJD�QPFUSZu�BOE�XIBU�*�DPOTJEFS�UP�CF�PVU�PG�CPVOET�XJUIJO�
BDBEFNJB��1FSIBQT�UIJT�EJWJTJPO�VOTFUUMFT�UIF�BSHVNFOU�*�WF�KVTU�CFFO�QFSGPSNJOH�
IFSF
�TIPXJOH�IPX�USBOTHSFTTJWF�UIF�FSVQUJPO�PG�iUIF�QFSTPOBMu�JOUP�SFBMNT�UIBU�
HFU�MBCFMFE�iQSPGFTTJPOBMu�PS�iQVCMJDu�DBO�CF��5IBU�FSVQUJPO�IBQQFOT�UPXBSE�UIF�
FOE�PG�UIF�QPFN�CFMPX
�CVU�JU�XPVME�CF�FBTZ�UP�NJTT�XJUIPVU�LOPXJOH�BCPVU�NZ�
PXO�SFMBUJPOTIJQ�UP�UIF�XBUFST�CFUXFFO�7FOF[VFMB�BOE�5SJOJEBE��

*O�4QBOJTI
�UIF�XPSET�GPS�iHFOSFu�BOE�iHFOEFSu�BSF�UIF�TBNF��8SJUJOH�PVUTJEF�
UIF�DPOWFOUJPOT�PG�UIF�BSHVNFOU�DBO�CFOE�UIF�HFOSF�PG�BDBEFNJD�QSPEVDUJPO
�BOE�
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'JHVSF����$BSPOJ�4XBNQ
�0MPLVO�'FTUJWBM�����
�1IPUPHSBQI�CZ�UIF�"VUIPS�
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QPFUSZ�JT� JEFBMMZ�TVJUFE�GPS� UIJT�CFOEJOH��1PFUSZ�JT�OPU�BCPVU�NBLJOH�BSHVNFOUT
�
TUBLJOH�B�QPTJUJPO
�DPOTUSVDUJOH�B�MJOFBS�MJOF�PG�SFBTPOJOH
�BOE�NBSTIBMJOH�TVQQPSU-
JOH�FWJEFODF��1PFUSZ�EPFT�UIJOHT�XJUI�XPSET
�UIJOLJOH�XJUI�UIF�FBS��"MM�UIF�QPFUSZ�
*�XSJUF�JT�QPMJUJDBM
�BOE�UIFSF�DBO�CF�JNQMJDJU�BSHVNFOUT��#VU�QPFUSZ�JT�BO�BDUJPO
�
BOE�BOZ�BSHVNFOU�JT�BO�FDIP�UIBU�DBO�POMZ�VOGPME�BT�BO�BGUFSTIPDL�SFTPVOEJOH�JO�
XJMEMZ�EJGGFSFOU�BSDIJUFDUVSFT�PG�FYQFSJFODF��'PS� UIJT� UP�IBQQFO
� UIFSF�IBT� UP�CF�
TPNF�JOJUJBM�JNQBDU
�XIFO�XPSET�CFDPNF�QIZTJDBMMZ�QJFSDJOH�PS�JNQBDUGVM�

"OE�OPX�UIBU�*�IBWF�CFHVO�UP�NBLF�BO�BSHVNFOU�BHBJOTU�UIF�IFHFNPOZ�PG�
UIF�BSHVNFOU�JO�PVS�HFOSF�FE�QFSGPSNBODF�BT�BDBEFNJDT
�MFU�T�KVTU�MFBWF�JU�UIFSF��
"GUFS�BMM
�UIF�QPJOU�PG�UIJT�JT�UP�CFHJO�UP�WBMVF�UIF�BDU�PG�QPFUSZ�BOE�PUIFS�HFOFSJD�
FYQFSJNFOUT
�SBUIFS�UIBO�QSJWJMFHJOH�B�TFDPOE�PSEFS�BSHVNFOU�BCPVU�JU��

A CELLULAR RITUAL

(Olokun Festival, Egbe Onisin Eledumare, Trinidad)

J. Brent Crosson

1.

8JUI�B�/PLJB�QIPOF�JO�POF�IBOE�
BOE�B�áJQ�QIPOF�JO�UIF�PUIFS

he has Nigeria in the right ear 
and Venezuela in the left.
)F�T�CBMBODJOH�CFUXFFO�DPOUJOFOUT
�
standing up
PO�UIJT�àTIJOH�CPBU�UIFZ�SF�DBMMJOH�3B
UIBU�CPCT�JO�UIF�TFB�CFUXFFO�
Trinidad and Venezuela,
/PSUI�"NFSJDB�BOE�4PVUI�

2.

5IJT�DFMMVMBS�SJUVBM�CFHJOT�BU�EBXO
JO�B�TXBNQ�UIBU�T�TBODUVBSZ
GPS�TDBSMFU�JCJT�áPDLT��5IFZ�MPPL�NBSPPO
JO�UIF�TIBEF�PG�NBOHSPWF�USFFT�
5SJOJEBE�T�OBUJPOBM�CJSE

DPMPSFE�CZ�UIF�TISJNQ�PG�7FOF[VFMBO�FTUVBSJFT�
"OE�BT�XF�MFBWF�UIF�EPDL
�TP�EP�UIF�CJSET�
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They set our course, and he stands up to urge 
UIF�ESVNT�PG�UIJT�àTIJOH�CPBU�NJOJTUSZ�
UP�QMBZ�MJLF�UIFZ�E�QSPQFM�VT
UISPVHI�UIF�NBOHSPWFT�UP�UIF�PQFO�TFB

QSFDFEFE�CZ�UIF�JCJT
BOE�HVJEFE�CZ�UIF�IBOE�PG�B�QJMPU
OBNFE�3BN�4JOHI

BT�XF�TUSJOH�UPHFUIFS
UIF�PVUCPBSE�TUBDDBUP
and stutterless speech
PG�ESVNT�BOE�QJTUPOT
JOUP�B�NFMPEZ�TVOH�GPS�0HVO��

There are older heads
marooned in the mangroves, he says,
BT�XF�NPUPS�UISPVHI�XBUFS�
DPMPSFE�CZ�NVE�BOE�EFBE�MFBWFT�
They escaped sugar estates and history
but not the social media of the dead:
skin stretched
over hollowed tree trunks.
So don’t stop drumming,
IF�TBZT�BT�XF�QBVTF�UP�EVDL
B�MPX�IBOHJOH�CSBODI�
XSBQQFE�CZ�B�CSPXO�TOBLF�

Then the trees open up,
BOE�BDSPTT�UIF�CBZ�UIF�TLZ
TDSBQFST�PG�1PSU�PG�4QBJO
SFáFDU�CBDL�UIF�TVO�
3BN�4JOHI�DVUT
UIF�NPUPS
�MFUT�UIF�CPBU�
ESJGU�TMPXMZ�XFTU
XIFSF�NPVOUBJOT�TFUUMF�
JO�7FOF[VFMB�MJLF�TNPLF�
5IBU�T�XIFO�IF�BTLT�
for another phone,
TUBOET�VQ�UP�CFDPNF�
the leader of a cellular ritual
UP�NBLF�B�OBUJPO�PVU�PG�XBUFS
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XJUI�IJT�XPSET�CPVODJOH
CFUXFFO�"GSJDB
�PVUFS�TQBDF
�
BOE�B�CPBU�ESJGUJOH�
GSPN�POF�"NFSJDB�
to the other, 

rehearsing
XJUI�B�TPOH�GPS�UIF�PDFBO

IPX�UP�CFDPNF�"GSJDBO�
���������������XJUIPVU�MBOE�

Throw the anchor, 
Ram Singh.

3.

*OTJEF�UIF�CPBU�
CPCCJOH�CFUXFFO�OBUJPOT
UIFSF�JT�BOPUIFS�CPBU

B�àCFSHMBTT�XFEHF�àMMFE�XJUI�XFEHFT
PG�NFMPO��
PGGFSJOHT�GPS�UIF�QPXFS
that lives
BU�UIF�CPUUPN�PG�UIF�TFB�
"OE�JOTJEF�IJT�DFMM�QIPOF
is another cell phone
held to the head
PG�IJT�TQJSJUVBM�LJO
in another land.
/P�DPNNPO�MBOHVBHF
PS�DBSOBM�CMPPE

OP�NFBOT�PG�USBOTMBUJPO�
CFUXFFO�IFBET
BOE�DFMMT�BOE�NFMPOT
�
CVU�TUJMM�UIFSF�T�B�OBUJPO
IFME�UPHFUIFS�CZ�B�SFHSFTTJPO�
PG�TDBMF�BT�JOàOJUF
BT�UIF�TFB�SFDFEJOH�UP�B�IPSJ[PO�PG�TNPLF�

"OE�JOTJEF�UIJT�OBUJPO�
of nationless ocean
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'JHVSF����'MBHT�BU�B�)JOEV�5FNQMF�JO�5SJOJEBE
�������1IPUPHSBQI�CZ�0MJWJB�'FSO�
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there is an island
that contains the nations,
FBDI�XJUI�UIFJS�PXO�áBHT�PO�CBNCPP�QPMFT�
5IFZ�KVU�BCPWF�UIF�DPODSFUF�XBMMT
PG�$BSJCCFBO�ZBSET�
#BOOFST�XIPTF�DPMPST
BSF�UIF�DPMPST�PG�UIF�QPXFST�
QMBOUFE�BU�UIFJS�CBTFT��
CMVF�GPS�0TIVO�PS�4IJWB

ZFMMPX�GPS�)BOVNBO

St. Francis, or Osain.
4QBOJTI
�"GSJDBO
�PS�*OEJBO

JU�BMM�àUT�JO
UP�B�CPBU
or a cell
or an island.

4.

When the cellular triangle 
of Nigeria, Trinidad, and Venezuela 
NFFUT�BU�UIF�TPMBS�BQFY
PG�UIJT�TQJSJUVBM�01&$

IF�TBZT�JU�T�UJNF�UP�SFMFBTF�UIF�CPBU
IFME�XJUIJO�UIJT�POF�

6OMJLF�PVST�JU�EPFTO�U�áPBU

MFBWFT�NFMPOT�ESJGUJOH
MJLF�TIJQXSFDLFE�CPEJFT
PO�UIF�TVSGBDF�XIJMF�JU�TJOLT�
#VU�KVTU�TP

XIFO�UIF�ESVNT�CFHJO�UP�TPVOE�BHBJO

UIF�CPBU�T�QSPX�
QPQT�CBDL�VQ�
B�DPNQBTT�OFFEMF
pointing at the sun.

)F�XBWFT�PGG�UIF�ESVNT

QPJOUT�BU�UIF�CPBU
XJUI�IJT�/PLJB�QIPOF
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'JHVSF����(VMG�PG�1BSJB
�0MPLVO�'FTUJWBM�����
�1IPUPHSBQI�CZ�UIF�"VUIPS�
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BOE�UFMMT�VT�JU�T�B�TJHO
UIF�XPSL�XBT�EPOF�SJHIU�

#VU�JO�/JHFSJB�JU�T�OJHIU

and that sign has already set
PO�B�DPOUJOFOU�UIBU�T�IPVST�BIFBE�PG�VT�
"OE�TPPO�UIFSF�MM�CF�OP�CPBU�
UIBU�DBO�DSPTT�UIF�TFB�XF�SF�PO

CFDBVTF�7FOF[VFMBOT�
XPO�U�CF�XFMDPNF�
JO�5SJOJEBE�T�QPSUT�
5IF�NFMPOT�áPBU
OFYU�UP�B�DBQTJ[FE�CPBU

UIF�NFNPSZ�PG�UIPTF��
VOMJLF�TQJSJUT
�CJSET
�BOE�DFMM�QIPOFT��
XIP�BSF�NBSPPOFE�JO�UIF�SJUVBM�PG�DSPTTJOH�

This is an offering 
 for the god of the ocean 

 who dwells like shipwrecks 
  at the bottom of the sea.

Pull the anchor
and let us go,
Ram Singh.


